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HELLO FOLKS A Christmas Praper
Well the Holiday

. We thank Thee for a dwelling place ,
Season is almost up

For hope to face tomorrow ,
on us. And another

yvear is about to
end . I hope that it
Wwas a good wear for you and yvours .
I wowuld like to share with yvou 2ll a
Christmas Prayer written by my 893
vears old Aunt . Dr. Helle Lester of
Bedford , Uirginia . She is still
working ¢ limited to a few patients),
is somewhat active in her church-

For grace sufficient for the davy ,
For Jjow instead of sorroms ,

For work to do and folks to cheer ,
For familyvy and friends and health ,

For Thy house in which to worship
Is worth far more than wealth.

And most of all for the Christ Child
Thou didst send wus from above

To tell of life everlasting ,

work and loves writing poetrs . She FaRgivaness ; peycy aand love .

How help us to live each day , dear

Lord ,

As if it were the last ,

Forgiving all and singing praise

sends us a new poem each Christmas
Season .

Until our lives are past .




REBLOOMING IRISES

1 received ny first newsletter from
the Reblooming Iris Society last week
and I must say that it was very
interesting and informative . It is
well worth the $3.00 that I paid for
nembership . It is almost like a thin
magazine , with index and several
articles written by well know Iris
breeders and growers . There is a
question and answer column wWritten
by the staff of the newsletter .
There are excepts from the Robin
{ wthich is a letter that circulates
amoung a small group of Rebloom -
ing Iris growers . 0Of course there
can or may be saveral groups with
a letter " flyving " around ). There wow
3 pages of comments about some of
the rebloomers that the memnbers
{ from different sections of the US)
grow. As well as cultural methods
tried by different members .

There wWas an article entitled
“OUERHEARD in the Garden" that
had an excellent tip for identifying
fans with potential bloomstalks .

Lloyvyd Zurbrigg ( well known for
hvbridizing rebloomers ) was wisit-
ing the garden of a grower in N.J.
and he kept pointing out fans from
several feet away indicating that
these iris had developing bloom-—
stalks . And when the grower felt
of the base of the fan , he did feel
the swelling . When he asked LlLoyd
how he could spot the fans with
stalks , he was told " 1 use a wvisual
rointer - see the leaf just emerging
from the center of the fan 7 It has
a 'hook' or sharply curved tip , as
co;-;;ecl to all the others which
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are straight . Lloyd explained that
he believes that the leaf developes
a curve or hook when it is forced
to pass around the maturing bloom-
stalk . He enmphasized that this is
speculative opinion on his part ,
but that it has been a reliable
guide for him . { This certainly
sounds worth trying . L.D. )

There is much wmore worthwhile
reading in the Reblooning Iris
Recorder ( name of their news -
letter )

They send out the newletter twice
a vyear . They have Robins "flying"
vear-round - also print a check-
list of reblooning Iris .

If vyou are interested :
Membership dues : Single Fanily
Annual : $3.00 $4.00

Triennial : $7.00 $10.00

MAaIL DUES TO :

HOWARD L. BROOKINS
N 75 W 14257 HNORTH POINT ROAD

MENOMONEE FALLS , WI 53051-4325




THE IRID AXECGERND

WRITTEN BY DORA WALL
printed in THE A.LLS. BULLETIN JAN. 1970

Religions and semi-religious orqginiza-
tions have found the Iris suitable for
symbolic use .

The Mohammedans brousht the white
iris , Abicans , to Spain, and the
Spaniards took it to Mexico . The
Mohammedans planted Iris on the graves
of their dead . Many of ouwr early pio —
neers planted iris on graves as well.
Perhaps it was because they were
hardy , and the rhizomes survived long
months of being out of the around ;
but | like to think there is another
reason . One task ( according to
legend > ascribed to the Goddess Iris
was the final severing of the cord
betuween body and soul of the dying .
Could this account for the use of Iris
on graves 7

Katherine M . Beals in " Flowar Lore
and Legend " wrote ; " As a religious
symbol the iris is sacred to the Uirgin
Mary . There was once a knight who
was not learned , but who was most
devout. He never could remember more
than two words of the Latin prayer
to the Holy Mother. These words uwere
Ave Maria , and he repeated them over
and over , night. and day , until at last
he died and was buried in the chapel -
vard of a convent near which he had
lived . After a while a strange flower
grew on his grave , a Fluer—de-Lys ,
which bore on every blossom in golden
letters the words Ave Maria . The
monks , who had held him in contempt
during his life , because of his ignor -
ance , opened the grave and were
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surprised to find the root of the

plant resting on the lips of the holy

knight , whosa body lay in the grave .*
in the Bible Jesus compares the
colors of the " Lilies of the Fields "
¢ probably native iris > favorably to

the garments worn by Soloman , a very
ruler Qho flaunted his wealth . Does

this not suggest they were favored
by God .

Marguerite Dutch , in " White Shrine
of Jerusalem ", presents the iiris
standards as representing spiritual
things{ Father , Son , and Holy Ghost ;
heart , mind , and soul , etc . > . and
the falls to her symbolize human and
earthly things ¢ Faith , Hope , and
Charity ; father , mother , and child ,
etc. >

The Japanese , though not as a relig—
ious symbol , feature the iris at their
June Flower Festival . Purple , vellow ,
white and some shades of blue are the
principal colors . On june 5 , they hang
bunches of wild iris under the eaves of
their homes to ward off evil spirits
and to guard their homes from misfor—
tune . Public conveyances are deco -
rated with 9arlands of colorful iris .
The hot water in the public baths is
is purfumed with iris roots . In some
places in Japan irises are planted on
the roofs of houses . This is a custom
which originated long ago when there
was a famine in Japan and no one was
allowed to plant any thing in the

" ground that could not be used for

food . The Japanese use the iris to
send when congratulations are in order,
except for weddings , when the color
purple in not used .

The iris is also mentioned in literature.



It was once believed to be a member of
the Lity family , so possibly some refer-
ences to the lily actually applied to
some form of iris . A passage from
Virgil's " Aeneid " was translated by
Harry Randall to say : " So beloved
iris , adorned by the sun across the
heavens with a thousand varied hues ,
speeds douwn through the sky on saf -
fron wings ". French poets have made
their national flower a frequent theme
of verse . Chaucer and Ben Johnson
both seem to have been familar with it.
it with the flowers of
Paradise : Iris all hues . . . " Shakes -

Milton numbers
peare often refers to the iris in his
historical plays .

Finally , the iris had a practical use .
Orris root , used medically , was made
from it . The roots , which had many
of the properties of honey , were
used in the preparation of a number
of different remedies .

AN exquisite perfumse was made from
some varieties of iris .

The Jjapanese womaen used face pouder
made from the rhizomes of the plant .

If you have read this (THE IRIS LEGEND>
with a cynical smile , take a good look
at yourself _ Iric fans have come to
their hobby by various roads. Many of
you may recall the exact experience
that committed you to it . AN of you
bring “ Burnt Offeringz " in the form
of money , back-breaking labor , and
sweat. In the winter you spend happy
hours rezading the "Irics Begats",stories
about great irisarians , and accounts
of Important Iris ¢ such as DOMINION ,
RAMESES,SNOW FLURRY, and PROGEMNITOR >
which have helped in the evolution of

Our Flower. Sometimes they ewven inuvade
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your dreams . And ihich one of you
has not stood in awed silence before a
Clump of iris in full bloom - feeling
something akin to worship ( of one of
God ' s gift to mankind > ? _

Let's face it !'! HWE ARE IRIS CULTISTS |

C | hope that y'all enjoyved this series of
articles about The kris Legend. | did when
I first reéd it last year and thought it
would be nice to pass it on . . .

My thanks to Dora Wall . | know much
tme was cspent in researching and
writing this interesting article . And |
would be willing to say that she had
fun doing it . . . L.D. >

MEETINE

THERE WILL BE HO HMEETINGS OF
EITHER IRIS SOCIETY IN DECEMBER .
EBUT BE SURE TO MAaRK YOUR CALEN-
DER FOR EITHER OR BOTH MEETIHGS
IH JANUARY 19588 .

THE IRIS SOCIETY OF AUSTIN WILL
MEET JAMUARY 12th.

THE HEW BRAUHNFELS IRIS SOCIETY
WILL MEET JANUARY 19th .

MORE ABOUT EAQCH MEETING IN
NEXT ISSUE OF HEWSFLYER .
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JUST A REMINDER

3 IRIS SOCIETY OF RAUSTIN MEETS THE

J

B I 5RO ;’Q ‘é?i' i5 @ SECOMD TUESDAY OF -
: -y - — _SEETEMEER — NMOUEMBEER — JANHUARY -
_ MAaRCH — APRIL - MaY
dAaRY GCRACE SCHAFRFER T 13 AR
BOERIE ALLEN ‘o177 . :
o THE NEW BRAUNFELS IRIS SQCIETY
RATYMOND DRAGOE DEC. 12
% MEETS THE THIRD TUESDAY OF -
SEPTEMEER - NOUEMBER - JANUARY -
Happy Birthday to you ! MARCH - APRIL - Ma¥ - JULY
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The Reason I Love You J Ma Z‘F
[ lowve things that are beautifigl —

Ho matiter mwhat theyw be -

8 Pphwoto of = waterfall . . n !

& pictiara of the sea : .

a painting of an iris flower .I

I lozra to grow thex  too .

v garden is a paradise M a-

Hhenon iris time 1= diue .

cague with Sod

1 .
[ hhelp Hinm towmard His goal . L
Hhen I growm an Iris flower: M & Q1
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Mhose beswutsy feesds thie soufl _ ’

I lowe things that makese harnoay
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n asrt , sand nmusic too ;

and erran in my oarden pa_.t.l‘_u_g

Their curwves show beauty tryue . Phies \I/
I loawre things that are beautiful :

Aaad 1 include vowu too .

and =0 = it is 00 secret 10

=3=zo0m 1 lowe s7onr L

F.E. REDMAN ~ aPRIL 1955 AlS BUOLLETIM



