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MEETINGS

IRIS SOCIETY OF AUSTIN ‘WILL MEET AT THE AUSTIN AREA GARDEN
CENTER (ZHAER PARKD AT 730mm ON JANUARY 10 , 1989
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THE NEW BRAUNFELS IRIS SOCIETY ‘wiLL MEET AT THE FIRST FEDERAL

SAVINGS AND LOAN OFFICE IN NEW BRAUNFELS AT 7302z ON JANUARY
17,1989 .

CONT FOREET 7O MARK VOUR CALENDAR
S0 VoU BIL NOT HISS THE NEXT (305
FREETIYE .



[STHIO[WIS

Flans are underway for the ISA and NBIS Shows . My thanks qoes to Jim Landers (IS4
rriernber from Termple § , | received word that Jim has slresdy drawvn up 8 "good” draft
of the show schedule | | have been asked and have consented o be show chairperson for
MBIS . | have been working on the schedule and will have it ready to mail to AIS for their

approval in Jdsnuary
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EVERY FERSON ¥ AN OREANIZA TION 1S KEY TO 175 WORRKING £FFICIENTLY .
Am | Really Needed ?

_ Avin though my tupxwritsr is an old modxl |, it works wxll xsexpt for onk of thx kkys .
P'vi: wishid many timxs that it worksd purfuctly . Trux thry ars 42 kxys thet function
- but onx kxy not working makxs thy diffurzncy .

Somztimes |, 1t sixms to me that our organization is somiewhat Tk my typrwritxr - not
all thy proplk arx working propxrly . You right say , "Wl , I'm only onx pxrson . It won't
makx much diffxrxncx " But you sxx , an organization |, to by kificixnt , nxxds th activy
participation of xvsry prrson . Thi mt time you think your wfforts aran't nikkdsd |
rarsrnbse my tupxwritsr |, and say to gours:dn L arm e key prreon and thiy nxxd mx
WAy rmuch

This Tittle essay was printed in my favorite nevwspaper( Austin American-Statesman)
Dec 11,1988 Ann Landers column . Ann wrotedn intro - stating that this essay
drives home the point , in a forceful manner , that each of us is an important part of 8
bigger picture . She also suggests that one should keep this handy and reread it when you
get to feeling insignificant . You do count . And if you doubt it , read this & second time .

| would ke to add my thoughts to this - | feel that we have sarme very good workers in
both Societies and this is not to be teken as 8 "dig” towards anyone . But | felt this little
gem was too good not to share with those of you who may not have read it . This bit of
philosophy could be applied to just about every hife situation : horme | work |, love ,
friendship and etc.



TELL ME , JUST WHAT DO | DO NOW ?

That seems to be the mast asked question by new gerdeners and or gardeners new to
growing Irses . In this case Tall bearded irises . | will try to pass on some hints - things
that have worked for me 8s well as some that seem to be working for other iris
Qrowers .

winter watering is critical if moisture has been low during the season . | do try to
water about every 2 weeks or o - If there has not been any rain . Of course | water my
rebloomers more often than | do the oncers | have been rewarded with fall bloom from
most of my rebloorners . Some are still sending up bloom stalks .

If you have not been “cleaning up” your beds as the need arises ( | try to - but they do
seern 10 get shead of me) novy 15 the time to roske & specialeffoct to get uo iris beds
Cleaned of dead iris leaves and any other debris that may have collected sround those
rhizomes - you do not want & haven for insect eqgs , disease |, etc.

It your irises do not start to green-up (send up new growth) by the end of January
you Just might have irises suffering from Botrytis or perhaps better known as “winter
rot” , this rot does not have an odor - but the tell-tell signs are a sooty looking moid on
the surface of the top of the rhizome | have seen it on my irises and since | try to us
poisons @5 Nttle as possible - | usually dig and decard the affected rimzomesis) | unless
it happers to be an expensive rhizome  Then | will dig it and soak it in & Dleach solution
{ approz . B parts water to one part bleach ) | use @ soft vegetable brush to remove the
sooty lager - let it dry and then re-piant the rhizome(s) in another location or pot the
rhizomeis) .

In mid- February you may want to start a fertilizer program . DO NOT use & fertilizer
with & high nitrogen count . | scetter a little Superphosphete sround ry iris rhizomes ( |
nave tud mar] 10 work 1t around each riuzome or clump) . This | water n . Since this is
8 slow release fertilizer , sbout  month Tater | use & very weak solution of Rapid-gro
65 o foliar feed . If | see signs of aphids |, | may add Malsthion to the Rapid-gro mixture
to control the aphids . If | do not see any - then | forget the poison and just cross my
fingers and hope the little boogers find something better to their Tiking . The very best
defense against pests and diseases is to grow strong , healthy plants in a clean bed . An
iris { and any other plant for that matter ) is ke a human being in thet respect - if it i
vweak and poorly nourished | it 15 almost certain to become the victim of dicease .

whatever method you use | rermember that irises will do well with neglect , but will
respond much bietter with some TLC on your part . Come bloom time you A1l be proud
of the reward thet you receive |



