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CLEAN ©P TIIE

At this time many of us still heve TB. irises in bloorm . But the time is near for thet back-bresking work of clesning
up the iris beds . It seems that all things worthwhile teke a little more effort on our pert and thst includes our
favorite flower . | try to pick off the spent blooms as | take 8 leisurely walk through my iris garden . This helps tidy

“up the plants and also helps prevent rot from settiﬁg in the stalks . As soon as the iris plent has finished blooming an
effort should be made to remove all old bloomstalks from the plant . | use a sharp knife to cut the bloomstalks as
close to the rhizome as possible . Cutting on a slant helps to prévent water from "standing” on top of the cut end
thus avoids the possibilty of soft rot sttaching the rhizome . It is also a good idea to test the rhizome for "soft rot”.
The rotting is ceused by a bacterie ,knownas Erwinia carotovors which gain entrance through wounds in the
rhizomes or the leaf bases . |simply press the rhizome sfter | have finished cutting the bloomstalks . It should be
firm to the touch . Sometimes | get & "small shock” as | feel the rhizone give to my touch or when some “smelly goop”
squirts out . Mever the less this is 8 neceséarg test if you want to keep heslthy irises growing in your garden . If and
when you find an iris that is affected bg "soft rot" , you should carefully dig the soil away from the rhizome . Use an
0ld teaspaon or something similar to scrap the foul smelling soft rot from the affected iris rhizome . You need to
scrap until you see firm tissue . Then dust with clesnser containing bleach . The cleanser helps absorb excess
maisture snd.the blesch acts as 8 disinfectant . This may save the rhizome . If it fails and the rhizome continues to
'gn down hill . then you might want to dig end re-plant in & new location or even "pot it".Also one should carefully
remaove the dried leaves - but please for the sake of the plants - do not tear green hesithy leaves from the rhizomes .
You can trim lesves below demaged erees if you like , but do not fan the leaves just for the sake of appearances .
Try to lesve as much iris leaves as possible as the leaves help manufacture food for future incresses . The only time
the leaves should be fanned (or cut short - straight across - or even at a slant ) is when they are dug and
transplanted . At this time the roots may even be cut very short , as they will dry up snywey ond the 'rhizome

will send out new roots as it is getting established in its new soil or location . The reason for cutting the leaves at
this time is to keep the plant from being top heavy and toppling over after it is planted in very loose soil . At Teast that
is the way | see it . | have an on going battle with weeds and “wild flowers " that invade my iris garden ares . In the
past | have used Treflan {(which is 8 seed inhibitor ) and it worked nicely to keep down the number of weeds . It is good
for sbout 6 months and | seem to forget to re-spply it . But one should try to pull the invading weeds as they provide 8
host for many different insects that will eventuslly decide to taste the iris leaves . After you have clesned up the iris
beds and the irises as well you might went to use an insecticide ( if you feelit is hecessary)es a protection
-8geinst unwanted attacks from insects . However | do not Tike to use too many poisons - so | feel that if I have o

clean garden the insects will have to go elsewhere for their meals .
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THANRS TO BEA _
| would like to say thanks to Beatrice McMahan ( and | am sure all NBIS members agree ) for 8 job well done .
Bestrice compiled information from all past 24 shows |, this | know must have been very time consuming .This

information wes noted on o larae poster thet waes displaued st our Twentu-fifth Anniversary Show .



1989 (RIS SHOWS

we had two nice iris shows , even though they were small  If we had been sble to predict th
yweather we cnﬁld have had each show g week or two later , as that is when most of us had peal
bloom . But who was to know that ole Mother Nature had & nasty trick up her sleeve . We all experience:
the worst possible westher for irises. Late winter temperstures , cloudy deys , driving rsin and hs
storms . Oh well there's slways next year , it just has tobe better . | hope everyone hed their camer:
hendy end took lots of pictures of their besutiful iris bloorms .

WEY PRAGUFELS IRI8 BSOEIETY TWENTY = FIFTE RIS SH0W

New Braunfels Iris Society held their 25th Iris Show Saturdey , April 15 , 1989 at the First United Methodis
Church  parish meeting hall . A number of our members worked hard to make this an extra special show . Mani
brought their favorite iris memorabilla and displeyed them on tables set up in the lerge room . Florence Fleshel
created an Educations] Exhibit that was both interesting and appesling to the eyes . Tom and Dottie Halmes hun
many iris painting that were furnished by local ares artists . we were forunate toheve the use of colorful tabl
covers , thanks to the First United Methodist Church | that added & festive touch to our show .

AND NOW ON TO THE WINNERS

SWEEPSTAKES went to BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS .

RUNNER - UP - SORRY but | didnt get that information . _',
BEST SPECIMEN was NAVAJO JEWEL grown by BERNECE and CKYDE IKINS
RUNNER - UP was MKAL grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS .

BEST VIOLET was TOP EXECUTIVE grown by KENNETH TRIESCH .

BEST PALE ( RED ) was LADY FRIEND grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS
BEST YELLOW was SPRING ROMANCE grown by MARY ELLEN HEESCHE
BEST BLUE was COMING ATTRACTION grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS |
BEST BI-COLOR was CHNESE TREASURE grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS.
BEST PLICATA was TOUCH UP grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS .

BEST COLLECTION was awarded to AUTUMN ECHO grown by GRACE and
MARVIN SCHAEFER .

BEST LOUISIANA was MKAL grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS .

BEST MEDIAN was CHERRY DROPS grown by BERNIECE and CLYDE IKINS .
BEST SEEDLING ( A PALE LAVENDER - BLUE T.B.) was grown by LORRAINE
and RAY DRAGON .

EDUCATIONAL EXHBIT designed by FLORENCE FLESHER received a blue ribbon |



RIS BOEIEVY OF LHESVIN FIRST (RIS SEHCY

we hield our first accredited iris show Sunday April 16,1959 st the Austin Ares garden Center . We all worked
hard setting up and arranging tebles . e had seversl display tables thet had iris litersture as well as iris
memorabills . Qur awerds table looked especially lovely with the added touch of 8 benner of Royal Blue with the name
of our society in white letters . An appliqued pink iris was very eye catching . Several people were involved in the
crestion of this banner . But & speciel thanks goes to the lady who put it all together . Tharks BEVERLY
We had 8 lovely ARTISTIC DESIGN thanks to PAT FREEMAN 'S diligent efforts.

ARD THE WINVERS ARE

SWEEPSTAKES went to LORRAINE and RAY DRAGON .
RUNNER - UP went to JM LANDERS . -
-BEST SPECIMEN was WHITE RAIMENT grown by LORRAINE and RAY DRAGON
RUNNER — UP was DAZZLING GOLD grown by LORRAINE and RAY DRAGON
BEST VIOLET was TOURNAMENT QUEEN grown by JM  LANDERS .
BEST YELLOW was WELL ENDOWED grown by JIM LANDERS .

BEST Bi - COLOR was SKY HOOKS  grown by JM LANDERS.

BEST Bl - TONE was SNOW CLOUD grown by HARVEY WILSON .
BEST PLICATA  was SHOWCASE  grown by PAT and DON FREEMAN
BEST COLLECTION was BELVI QUEEN grown by LORRAINE and RAY DRAGON

EDUCATIONAL EXHBIT designed by LORRAINE and RAY DRAGON received a blue
ribbon | |

ARTISTIC BESIGH BIVISION

SOWEEPSTAKES was awarded to PAT FREEMAN .
BEST DESIGN was awarded to PAT FREEMAN .

RERCBebebebe b e b be e bebe bebre e bele el bbb el helae bl hebe B ebe hebe bebe D e e e e e e e e D DE e e e e e g
(IABTER JUDGES

Both iris societies were indeed fortunste to heve 2 Master Judges come to judge our shows. COu
thanks 0o to JOHNNIE end OTIS SKINNER for 2 well done judging jobs. |know there are rmani
IS A mermbers who glesrmed useful iris informestion from both Johnnie end Otis

R DX XD I X DD L DL K 16 I D e

A NOTE FROH THE PAST
SNOW FLURRY , hybridized snd introduced in 1939, by CLARA REES has o pronounced ruffling end passes

this trait to its offsprings . Many modern day irises have SNOW FLURRY Jenes .



JIS  S0CIGwy {IGCERIRGS
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VHE (RIS BCEIETY CF JUSTHN witt meet on H4Y 9 , 1989 ar T8l
P in 1he Green Room at the AUBTIN AREA GARDEN CENTER in

EILRER PARK . We will install our officers for the 198971990 season.

We till habe a cobered dish supper. So plan fo come ouf af
G:00 PW and bring pour fabovite tobered dish food if pou fant
to "eat out”
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THE MEY BRACNEELS (RIS SOGIETY  witl_not bave a May meeting , but pians
are in the making for a © CFIGRd #rip ° to visit the 8461 LONTOMIO BOTANIEHL

CEMTER . This should be an interesting trip . My son and | went there last Spring and

the plants and flowers were just out of this world .
HE HEHE HEHE HEH L HEHE A HE HE HE A HE HE HE H H HE T HEHE I HE T HE

PLANS ON IN THE MAKING FOR A 251Hh ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 1M JULY .
More about 1his nexi? issue .
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Tall bearded irises can tolerate dry soil and seern to be unaffected by drought in summer during their
serni - dorrnant stage .

However the ones that bloorn more than once a vear (rebloomers ) must be fed and watered more
often than those that bloom only one time . Otherwise they will perform as " oncers ". | would suggest
feeding thern a low nitrogen fertiizer after they quit spring blooming and of course water it in well.



